


Think of Scotland, and you'll likely
conjure up images of tartan-kilted
Highlanders, skirling bagpipes, the
Loch Ness Monster, lonely castles,
golf, magnificent scenery, and
shaggy Highland cattle. All of these
are part of the mystique of this
unique country, but also (apart
from Nessie) a very real preview of
what tourists see there.
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Another of Scotland's great
attractions is its solitude, with its
remote stretches of
heather-covered moors; secluded
beaches; and wild, romantic
mountains, with their deep glens
and lochs. Whether you choose
vibrant cities, historic towns, or
remote moors and islands, you'll
find they are all filled with
memorable things to see and do.






Edinburgh Castlie and the Royal Mile

The stone towers and walls of
Edinburgh Castle have dominated
the Edinburgh skyline since the 13th
century. Perched atop black basalit
rock, it offers magnificent views of
the city and a trip through Scotland's
tumultuous history.

Highlights are the spectacular Crown
Jewels; the famous Stone of Destiny
(the Stone of Scone); and St.
Margaret's Chapel, built in 1130 and
the oldest building in Edinburgh.
Enter the castle over a drawbridge
across an old moat from the

broad Esplanade, where the

famous Edinburgh Military Tattoo is
held every August. Bronze statues of
legendary heroes William Wallace
and Robert the Bruce seem to keep
watch over the castle gates.




Loch Lomond

Idyllic Loch Lomond, just a short
drive northwest of Glasgow, is
Britain's largest lake and,
according to author Walter Scott,
‘'The Queen of Scottish Lakes."
With an abundance of trout,
salmon, and whitefish as a lure
for anglers; water sports; and
plenty of open space for hikers,
this beautiful corner of Scotland
is also a favorite day trip from the
city.

Boat trips are always popular, as
are lakeside rambles and longer
treks up majestic Ben Lomond
(3,192 feet), with its spectacular
views across the Trossachs
National Park.




Cruising Loch Ness and the Caledonian Canal

Think of Loch Ness and you'll
probably picture the mythical
monster that, according to
legend, has made this
23-mile-long loch home for
countless centuries. The largest
body of water in Scotland's Great
Glen, Loch Ness is part of a
waterway connecting the east and
west coasts of Scotland. It and
three other lochs are joined
together by the Caledonian Canal,
which you can cruise on short
excursions, or on a six-hour
voyage from one end to the other,
through the canal locks that
adjust the varying water levels.



Isle of Skye and the Inner Hebrides

The largest of Scotland's inner
isles, Skye is especially popular
with birders, ramblers, and nature
lovers. Its wild, romantic
mountain scenery is marked by
green valleys, caves, lonely
glens, sandy beaches, and
rushing waterfalls-quite a
remarkable variety for an island
just 50 miles long and never more
than 15 miles wide.

The island has the remains of
primeval oak forests, as well as
an abundance of wildlife that
includes otters, seals, and at
least 200 species of birds. Getting
to Skye is easy, as it's connected
to the mainland via a bridge. You
can also get here by ferry.




Stirling Castle

The palace of James V and
childhood home of Mary
Queen of Scots, Stirling

Castle is one of the
best-preserved Renaissance
buildings in the UK. While
some earlier structures still
stand, the castle's grand halls
and rooms are carefully
restored and furnished to its
1500s appearance, even to
painstaking reproductions of
its tapestries. Costumed
interpreters interact with
visitors to bring the castle
and its history to life, and
History Hunter programs on
weekends are designed for
young explorers.



Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum, Glasgow

Since a fire devastated much of the
work of Charles Rennie Mackintosh
at the Glasgow School of Art,
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and
Museum has become the primary
destination for admirers of the
Glasgow Style, a distinctive part of
the Arts & Crafts movement and
Art Nouveau styles of the early
20th century.

Along with other notable
treasures-a Van Gogh portrait,
Bronze Age tools and jewelry from
Arran and Kintyre, a 1944 Mark 21
Spitfire, and a magnificent 1901
organ used for daily free
concerts-one of the museum's
most popular exhibits is Salvador
Dali's Christ of St. John of the
Cross.




Golf at St. Andrews

The Scots lay claim to many
inventions, including the
bicycle, postage stamps,

telephones, and steam engines.
But perhaps their most
enduring invention is the game
of golf.

One of the lifetime dreams of
dedicated golfers is to play the
much revered Royal and

Ancient Golf Club located in

historic St. Andrews and just 12
miles southeast of Dundee.
Worth visiting are the majestic
old Clubhouse and the British
Golf Museum, which documents
the history of the "home of golf"
from the Middle Ages to the
present day.




Fort William & Ben Nevis

The best place to explore Ben
Nevis, Britain's tallest mountain,
is from the picturesque town of
Fort William. Situated at the
southeastern end of the
Caledonian Canal, this coastal
town can trace its roots back to
the original fort built here in the
17th century. Although since long
gone, the history of the fort can
be explored in the West Highland
Museum, along with sizable
collections of paintings, Highland
costumes, and weaponry. A
must-do is hop aboard The
Jacobite steam train. Made
famous by the Harry Potter movie
franchise, the train follows the
West Highland Line over the
spectacular Glenfinnan Viaduct.
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The lovely Isle of Arran is
called "Scotland in
Miniature” for good reason.
This picture-perfect island
off the country's west coast
mirrors the landscapes of
the entire country in an
area of scarcely 166 square
miles. Here, you can find
rolling moors, rugged
mountains, sandy beaches,
fishing harbors, castles,
and golf courses, all less
than an hour's ferry ride
from Glasgow, and all
within an area you can
easily explore in a day or
two.



Robbie Burns Country: The Burns Heritage Trail

No visit to Scotland is

complete without visiting at

least one or two sites

g—— associated with the country's
most famous son: poet
Robbie Burns. A great way to
experience a little of Burns'
life and times-as well as
seeing some of the most
beautiful parts of the
country-is along the Burns
Heritage Trail.

Start at the Robert Burns
Birthplace Museum in
Alloway, on the outskirts of
Ayr, where you'll find the
perfectly preserved thatched
house where the poet was
born and spent much of his
childhood.




Glenfinnan Viaduct

The Glenfinnan Viaduct is a railway
viaduct on the West Highland Line in
Glenfinnan, Inverness-shire,
Scotland.Glenfinnan Viaduct has been
used as a location in several films and
television series, including Ring of Bright
Water, Charlotte Gray, Monarch of the
Glen, Stone of Destiny and The Crown.
After it appeared in four of the Harry
Potter films, British Transport Police
warned fans not to walk on the viaduct
after a handful of near misses with trains
had occurred. It is also featured in the
2018 videogame Forza Horizon 4.

The Glenfinnan Viaduct features on some
Scottish banknotes. The 2007 series of
notes issued by the Bank of Scotland
depicts different bridges in Scotland as
examples of Scottish engineering, and the
£10 note features the Glenfinnan Viaduct.




There are Much More
Must-See Destinations
in Scotiand.

See You Later!

Thank You
for Visiting Scotliand

with me ;)
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