
NIAGARA FALLS



• Niagara Falls is the collective 
name for three waterfalls that 
straddle the international 
border between Canada and 
the United States; more 
specifically, between the 
province of Ontario and the 
state of New York. They form the 
southern end of the Niagara 
Gorge. From largest to 
smallest, the three waterfalls 
are the Horseshoe Falls, the 
American Falls and the Bridal 
Veil Falls.



• Niagara Falls were formed 
when glaciers receded at the 
end of the Wisconsin glaciation 
(the last ice age), and water 
from the newly formed Great 
Lakes carved a path through 
the Niagara Escarpment en 
route to the Atlantic Ocean.



• There are differing theories as to the 
origin of the name of the falls. 
According to Iroquoian scholar Bruce 
Trigger, "Niagara" is derived from 
the name given to a branch of the 
locally residing native Neutral 
Confederacy, who are described as 
being called the "Niagagarega" 
people on several late-17th-century 
French maps of the area. 
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