


* The Hanging Gardens of
Babylon were one of the
Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World, and the
only one of the wonders
that may have been purely
legendary. They were
purportedly built in the
ancient city-state of
Babylon, near present-day
Al Hillah, Babil province, in
Irag.







Hanging Gardens of Babylon, 20th
century Interpretation

In ancient writings the Hanging Gardens
of Babylon were first described by
Berossus, a Babylonian priest of Marduk
who lived in the late 4th century BC,
although his books are known only from
quotations by later authors (e.g., Flavius
Josephus). There are five principal
writers (including Berossus) whose
descriptions of Babylon are extant in
some form today. These writers concern
themselves with the size of the Hanging
Gardens, why and how they were built,
and how the gardens were irrigated.




To date, no archaeological
evidence has been found at
Babylon for the Hanging
Gardens. It is possible that
evidence exists beneath the
Euphrates, which cannot be
excavated safely at present.
The river flowed east of its
current position during the time
of Nebuchadnezzar Il, and little
,' G is known about the western
e e portion of Babylon.
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