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More than twenty years after his death,
Andy Warhol remains one of the most
influential figures in contemporary art
and culture. Warhol’s life and work
inspires creative thinkers worldwide
thanks to his enduring imagery, his
artfully cultivated celebrity, and the
ongoing research of dedicated scholars.
His impact as an artist is far deeper and
greater than his one prescient
observation that “everyone will be world
famous for fifteen minutes.” His
omnivorous curiosity resulted in an
enormous body of work that spanned
every available medium and most
importantly contributed to the collapse
of boundaries between high and low
culture.



A skilled social networker, Warhol
parlayed his fame, one connection at a
time, to the status of a globally
recognized brand. Decades before
widespread reliance on portable media
devices, he documented his daily
activities and interactions on his
traveling audio tape recorder and
beloved Minox 35EL camera. Predating
the hyper-personal outlets now provided
online, Warhol captured life’s every
minute detail in all its messy, ordinary
glamour and broadcast it through his
work, to a wide and receptive audience.



The youngest child of three, Andy was
born Andrew Warhola on August 6, 1928
in the working-class neighborhood of
Oakland, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Stricken at an early age with a rare
neurological disorder, the young Andy
Warhol found solace and escape in the
form of popular celebrity magazines and
DC comic books, imagery he would return
to years later. Predating the multiple
silver wigs and deadpan demeanor of
later years, Andy experimented with
inventing personae during his college
years. He signed greeting cards “André”,
and ultimately dropped the “a” from his
last name, shortly after moving to New
York and following his graduation with a
degree in Pictorial Design from the
Carnegie Institute of Technology (now
Carnegie Mellon University) in 1949.



Work came quickly to Warhol in New
York, a city he made his home and studio
for the rest of his life. Within a year of
arriving, Warhol garnered top
assignments as a commercial artist for a
variety of clients including Columbia
Records, Glamour magazine, Harper’s
Bazaar, NBC, Tiffany & Co., Vogue, and
others. He also designed fetching window
displays for Bonwit Teller and I. Miller
department stores. After establishing
himself as an acclaimed graphic artist,
Warhol turned to painting and drawing in
the 1950s, and in 1952 he had his first
solo exhibition at the Hugo Gallery, with
Fifteen Drawings Based on the Writings
of Truman Capote. As he matured, his
paintings incorporated photo-based
techniques he developed as a commercial
illustrator. The Museum of Modern Art
(among others) took notice, and in 1956
the institution included his work in his
first group show.



The turbulent 1960s ignited an impressive
and wildly prolific time in Warhol’s life.
It is this period, extending into the early
1970s, which saw the production of many
of Warhol’s most iconic works. Building
on the emerging movement of Pop Art,
wherein artists used everyday consumer
objects as subjects, Warhol started
painting readily found, mass-produced
objects, drawing on his extensive
advertising background. When asked
about the impulse to paint Campbell’s
soup cans, Warhol replied, “l wanted to
paint nothing. | was looking for
something that was the essence of
nothing, and that was it”. The humble
soup cans would soon take their place
among the Marilyn Monroes, Dollar Signs,
Disasters, and Coca Cola Bottles as
essential, exemplary works of
contemporary art.



He organized a studio nicknamed The
Factory. Warhol embraced work in film
and video. He made his first films with a
newly purchased Bolex camera in 1963
and began experimenting with video as
early as 1965. Now considered
avant-garde cinema classics, Warhol’s
early films include Sleep (1963), Empire
(1963), and Kiss (1963-64). With sold out
screenings in New York, Los Angeles,
and Cannes, the split-screen, pseudo
documentary Chelsea Girls (1966)
brought new attention to Warhol from
the film world.



In 1968 Warhol suffered a nearly fatal
gun-shot wound from aspiring playwright
and radical feminist author, Valerie
Solanas.

The traumatic attempt on his life did
not, however, slow down his output or his
cunning ability to seamlessly infiltrate
the worlds of fashion, music, media, and
celebrity. His artistic practice soon
intersected with all aspects of popular
culture, in some cases long before it
would become truly popular.



The final decline and total collapse
of the American gvant-garde.

While in Milan, attending the opening of
the exhibition of The Last Supper
paintings, Warhol complained of severe
pain in his right side. After delaying a
hospital visit, he was eventually
convinced by his doctors to check into
New York Hospital for gall bladder
surgery. On February 22, 1987, while in
recovery from this routine operation,
Andy Warhol died









