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Medical terminology is language used to precisely describe the human 
body including its components, processes, conditions affecting it, and 
procedures performed upon in. It is to be used in the field of 
medicine. Medical Terminology often uses words created 
using prefixes and suffixes in Latin and Ancient Greek. 



If you can familiarize yourself with some prefixes, suffixes, and roots, you’ll be well on 
your way to mastering the official medical language of the body.
For example, here are a few of the most common prefixes that describe numbers: 



Or, you’ll often encounter terms that describe where a procedure or 
condition takes place on the body:



BASIC ANATOMY TERMS
Abdominal - abdomen, Buccal - Cheek, Cranial - Skull, Digital - Fingers 
and toes, Femoral - Thigh, Gluteal - Buttock, Hallux - Great toe, 
Inguinal - Groin, Mammary - Breast, Nasal - Nose, Occipital - Back of 
head, Pectoral - Chest, Sternal - Breastbone, Thoracic - Chest.



Also, if you memorize the meanings of these suffixes, you’ll know instantly what kind of 
procedure was performed, even if you don’t know exactly what the procedure did.




