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NUMBER FOUR

J".\ K KEROUAC

On the Road

iam S. Burroughs's
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quite shy, and a difficult time with the rejection
that he faced ea irn his career. His single greatest
success was On the Road, a philosophical travel
narrative which blends stream of consciousness, drug
visions, and profound observations into a
generational statement that resonates to this day. The
book made him immediately famous.



N

Even his Beat er(eratlon cohorts were rather take fa pack
with the._crea ‘anMsmn whic emanated f ’ the

—— -
» N -
o n_‘ : - .1.-.-*-. - - I | 510 6 A"

nratUTE
one finds gre
an unquenchah

bitter reality of /

J > DCdL ( 1SC SNESS. 1NSI(
ial often hamp re.d b’ disar v; an D
| crashes hard. @gamst
onsumer culture. 'ﬁ'n a sense i
Jack Kerouac was'the m aglle of all the Beat
Generation writers. H ‘succumbed toithe pressure of fame
and at ention. While ‘”‘“ g deflected the weight of
expec?a‘tlon Kerouac carried it on his shoulders, and it
eventually crushed him. "
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If William S. Burroughs had produc
of note besides Naked Lunch, he:
considered-one of the preeminent Beat writers.
Perhaps more than his contemporaries, Burroughs
embodied the spirit oférgckless abandon f&} hich
the Beat Generation was known:’In Mexic o (
unken spree, Burroughs accidentally sho
first wife Jane Vollmer in the |

son he was in Mexico was to avoid possib
prisonment in the United States
vagery of his life would naturally carry
is artistic efforts. . o
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