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CamoneTbl HakoHeL, HaLLNn

Deeply buried missing planes challenge
‘slow and gradual’ preconceptions.
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Fascinating descent to lost aircrafts’
deep icy tomb ...

The P-38 Lightning was one of
the deadliest planes to come
out of WWII. Powered by twin
1200-hp Allison V-12 engines, it
had one 20mm cannon and
four .50 calibre machine guns
in its nose. Operational from
1941-49, the nickname given
to it by German pilots, on
account of its double tail, was
Der Gabelschwanz Teufel (the
fork-tailed devil). They are a
highly prized collector’s item;
only five were believed to still
be flying at the time that the
Lost Squadron P-38 was
salvaged — under c. 75 metres
(250 feet) of solid ice!



° Official http:liwww.thelostsquadron.com/

Cold Mining

WW |l planes were covered by over 250" of Greenland ice!

In 50 years, these

L= SR L - 3
in
— — ——

Cold Mining 15 simply a
process of boring through ice. The
man tool used in this process 13

" - | hot water. Vanous dewvices were
The heart of the Glacier Gul designed, tested and used m the =
cold mining operstion, the . :

SuperGopher Il Toleam | recovery of Glacier Gurl, but all of e od
more click here them utiized hot water as a
melting agent.

The first step to the recovery
process was setting up the base
camp which mcluded a shelter for
the cold muung apparatus
(llustrated top and nght).

Using a steam probe, an eight

= foot long steel rod trasing 300 feet

Py e of steel-reinforced tubing, the

Cousbis e B30 o o degth | team located Glacier Gul 268
of 268 feet. Crew member feet of one-inch steel pipe was run
descends toinspect Glacier.  down the resultmg hole to act as a
LA guide for the Super Gopher. Once
it had bored down to the plane,
the crew descended and used a
hot-water cannon to carve a
50-foot-wnde cavemn around

Glacier Girl
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Cold Mining o

alvaging the P-38 from the glacier took hard

work, ail of which had 10 be performed in ‘
cramped surroundings in a ran of melting
water and chunks of ice that penodicaily fall
from the cavern roof. First, the cavern had to be
made large enowgh to work in and all parts of
the plane treed from the ice. Then (below right)
experts had to disassemble the planeg, an
arducus process that frequently meant prying
apart peeces frozen together for decades. Finally
(below center) the plane’s individual parts had
10 be hauled to the surtace, a trip equal to
hauding them up the side of a tall building
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NcTopug: http://chispal707.livejournal.com/475148.html
http://www.aviation-history.com/boeing/b17.html
https://ru.pinterest.com/pin/59883870016411305/
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