
Very  Strange  British  
Traditions



Straw Bear
   Straw Bear (Strawboer) Day 
is an old English tradition 
held on the 7th of January. 
This day is believed to be 
traditional start of 
agricultural year in England. 
A man or a boy wears a 
straw costume covering him 
from his head to toes. He 
goes from house to house 
where he dances. As prize 
for his dancing people give 
him money, food or beer.



Town Crier’s Rivalry
          One more old tradition is Town 

Crier’s Rivalry. Town criers from all 
parts of the country gather at 
Hastings, Sussex, in August for the 
National Town Crier’s Championship. 
For the contest they wear their 
traditional ceremonial uniforms and 
carry their handbells. A procession 
headed by the Hastings band marches 
to an arena where the Mayor, members 
of town council and civil officials greet 
them. To enable the judges to 
determine who possesses the most 
powerful voice the competitors are 
rowed to a small island about 75 yards 
from them. From this little island they 
one by one make their cries and 
declaim a 150- word test piece.





Ascot Ladies Day
      Ascot Racecourse is a famous 

English racecourse, located in the 
small town of Ascot, Berkshire, 
used for thoroughbred horse 
racing. It is one of the leading 
racecourses in the United 
Kingdom. The course is closely 
associated with the British Royal 
Family, being approximately six 
miles from Windsor Castle and 
owned by the Crown Estate. 
Ascot today stages twenty-five 
days of racing over the course of 
the year held in the months of 
May and October.



      The Royal Meeting, held 
in June, remains a major 
draw, the highlight being 
the Ascot Gold Cup. The 
most prestigious race is 
the King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth Stakes 
run over the course in 
July. What makes this so 
special is that every year 
the fashion, specifically 
the hats get bigger, bolder 
and damn right weirder as 
the photo illustrates.





Cheese Rolling at 
Cooper’s Hill

   The Cooper’s Hill Cheese-Rolling and Wake is 
an annual event held on the Spring Bank Holiday 
at Cooper’s Hill near Gloucester in the Cotswolds 
region of England It is traditionally by and for the 
people of Brockworth – the local village, but now 
people from all over the world take part. The event 
takes its name from the hill on which it occurs. 
The 2010 event has been cancelled due to safety 
concerns over the number of people visiting the 
event but it is hoped that it will be held on the late 
May Bank Holiday in 2011. Due to the steepness 
and uneven surface of the hill there are usually a 
number of injuries, ranging from sprained ankles 
to broken bones and concussion.



   Cooper’s Hill Cheese Rolling has 
been summarized as “twenty young 
men chase a cheese off a cliff and 
tumble 200 yards to the bottom, 
where they are scraped up by 
paramedics and packed off to 
hospital”. 



Bog Snorkeling
         Yes indeed, you read 

correctly, bog snorkeling. If any 
of you ever doubted that Brits 
are mad, this should make up 
your minds for you. Basically 
participants dive into a bog, 
wearing goggles, a pair of 
flippers and a snorkel, they then 
proceed to race each other 
along a 120ft trench filled with 
mud. Held every year the 
participants come from all over 
the world and raise lots of 
money for charity.



Worm Charming
    Worm charming is a way to of 
attracting earthworms from the 
ground. Many do it to collect bait 
for fishing. But there are also 
those who do it as sort of sport. 
The village of Willaston, near 
Nantwich, Cheshire is the place 
where since 1980 the annual 
World Championships have been 
organized. The competition was 
actually initiated by local man



      Tom Shufflebotham who 
on the 5th of July, 1980 
charmed 511 worms from 
the ground in only half an 
hour. The competition has 
18 rules. Here are just few 
of them. Each competitor 
competes in the 3 meters 
area. Music of any kind 
can be used to charm 
worms out of the ground. 
No drugs can be used! 
Water is considered to be 
a drug (stimulant).



Gurning
        Gurning, involves a 

rubber-faced skill that is totally 
bizarre and unique to this part 
of England. Contestants put 
their heads through horse 
collar or braffin while they 
create the ugliest, most 
grotesque faces they can 
manage. A certain amount of 
skill is involved but a lot of 
beer and a certain amount of 
toothlessness probably has an 
impact as well. 



      Celebrities 
occasionally have a go 
and the national news 
usually features the 
winning gurners. If you 
are in Cumbria visiting 
the Lake District. You 
won’t see anything like 
this anywhere else and 
you won’t soon forget it.



Pearly King and 
Queen

        Pearly Kings and Queens, 
known as pearlies, are an 
organized charitable 
tradition of working class 
culture in London, England. 
The practice of wearing 
clothes decorated with pearl 
buttons originated in the 
19th century. It is first 
associated with Henry Croft, 
an orphan street sweeper 
who collected money for 
charity. In 1911 an organized 
pearly society was formed in 
Finchley, north London.



Guy Fawkes Night
      Guy Fawkes Night (or “bonfire 

night”), held on 5 November in the 
United Kingdom and some parts of 
the Commonwealth is a 
commemoration of the plot, during 
which an effigy of Fawkes is burned, 
often accompanied by a fireworks 
display. The word “guy”, meaning 
“man” or “person”, is derived from 
his name. Guy Fawkes (13 April 1570 
– 31 January 1606), belonged to a 
group of Catholic Restorationists 
from England who planned the 
Gunpowder Plot of 1605. 



     Their aim was to displace 
Protestant rule by blowing 
up the Houses of 
Parliament while King 
James I and the entire 
Protestant, and even most 
of the Catholic aristocracy 
and nobility were inside. 
The conspirators saw this 
as a necessary reaction to 
the systematic 
discrimination against 
English Catholics. 



    The Gunpowder Plot was 
led by Robert Catesby, but 
Fawkes was put in charge 
of its execution. He was 
arrested a few hours 
before the planned 
explosion.

 Basically it’s a celebration of 
the failed attempt to blow 
up the Houses of 
Parliament in Westminster.



       Out on the London — 
Brighton run each November. 
There is a condition — every car 
taking part must be at least 60 
years old. The London — 
Brighton ride is not a race. 
Participants are limited to a 
maximum average speed of 20 
miles per hour. At 8 o’clock 
comes the “Off”. The main things 
in this tournament is the Veteran 
Car Run. The veteran cars are set 
urnament are the cars that 
represent the history of the 
country.

The Veteran Car Run
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