


Russia, currently known as the Russian 
Federation, is considered to be the largest country in 
the world, spanning more than an eighth of the 
world's mass area. Since the establishment of the 
Russian Empire in the 18th Century, and the 
country's role as the power stronghold of the Soviet 
Union Russia has been considered one of the world's 
superpowers, and has remained the largest state in 
the modern world. The history of Russia has been a 
rollercoaster ride of Vikings, Tzars, and nuclear 
weapons, and has continued to serve as one of the 
most interesting historical specimens to this day.



Russia's capital city is Moscow. Moscow is 
the largest city in all of Europe, and it is well 
known for its natural landmarks, and its 
breathtaking architecture. 



As a response to Europe’s “Seven Wonders of the World” list, which didn’t 
include any Russian sights, Russia organized a national contest to select the 
seven most beautiful destinations the country has to offer.



Here are the Seven Wonders of Russia:

Peterhof is an immense, luxurious 
estate, known as the “capital of 
Russian fountains”; the Grand 
Cascade, built in front of the Grand 
Palace, is one of the largest fountain 
ensembles in the world.



The Seven Wonders of Russia

The Valley of Geysers was 
presented as one of the main 
attractions of the Kamchatka 
peninsula, in an attempt to raise 
tourist awareness.



The Seven Wonders of Russia

Just a strange name to most of us, 
Mamayev Kurgan is a place of great 
significance for the Russian people. This 
dominant hill, overlooking the city of 
Volgograd  saw some of the fiercest 
combat of all World War II, as it had 
immense strategic importance.



The Seven Wonders of Russia

Standing at 5,642 meters, Mount 
Elbrus is the highest mountain in the 
Caucasus and the highest point in 
Russia. Up to 100 people try to 
reach Elbrus peak every day.



The Seven Wonders of Russia

Saint Basil cathedral  is considered 
the most beautiful cathedral in Russia 
and one of Europe’s most beautiful holy 
places.



The Seven Wonders of Russia

Lake Baikal. It is the deepest lake in 
the world, going as deep as 1,637 meters 
and it holds almost 20% of the world’s 
fresh-water supply, making it the 
largest supply by volume on the planet.



The Seven Wonders of Russia

Weathered Pillars or Mansi fools-a 
unique geological monument, which you can 
find in Trinity-Pechora region of Komi 
Republic of Russia. Weathered Pillars are 
from 30 to 42 metres high. They were 
created by nature, but watching them, you do 
not believe that people could hardly ever 
make something similar.



Almost every nation and country has a reputation 
of some kind. Russian people are reputed to be 
hardworking, patient, never loosing hope for better 
life.  In my opinion, the main traits of Russian 
character which differ them from other people are 
hospitality, their «open heart», «golden hands», 
wise Russian fairytales reflect this wisdom. The 
Russians are the talented nation. 

Russia gave the world beautiful names of Pushkin 
and Lermontov, Chaikovsky and Repin thousands of 
names of world famous poets, writers, composers, 
scientists. 

Cosmos has become a sphere for experiments of 
the XX century: biological, ecological, agricultural, 
industrial and others.



Everybody remembers outstanding scientists of our country: 
K. Tsialkovsky, S. Korolev and other cosmos scientists who 
studied the Cosmos and gave the world the first flight round 
our dear and beautiful earth. We all know the courageous 
hero — Yury Gagarin. Glory to all of them dead and living!



I believe Russia is a unique country: it does 
not belong to Europe and is not considered 
part of Asia. Some Russian traditions date 
back to pagan time and there are some, which 
are brand new. Russia influenced traditions of 
other nations, but at the same time absorbed a 
lot of their traditions.

I'd like to speak about the most important 
ones that well demonstrate the country's 
peculiarity.



On the 13th of January the Russians celebrate 
Old New Year.  A very popular holiday in memory 
of  the old calendar.

The holiday confusion is almost a century old. 
In czarist times, Christmas was the traditional 
family holiday, celebrated on the 25th of  
December. All this time Russia lived according to 
the Julian calendar, conceived by Caesar, while 
Europe has long since switched to the Gregorian 
calendar. By 1918 the difference between two 
calendars was about fourteen days. In 1918 the 
new Soviet government decided to modernize and 
took the country forward 14 days at once, making 
the 25th of  December into January 7th and 
January 1st into January 14th.



But - Russia's most important holiday is  Victory 
Day.

One Russian poet called Victory Day a holiday 
with tears. This is true.  In Russia  the 9th of  May  
is the day of  triumph and gratitude to those who 
won the worst war - WWII. Russia played a main 
role in this war . Sixty five years have passed 
since its end, but for many Russians this war is 
not a page in history but a part of  their lives. 
Every year on May 9, Russia honors its heroes. 
Victory Day is celebrated in a big way in many 
countries, but probably only in Russia it is a truly 
national holiday.



My native town is Belgorod.
The nature and people inhabiting our Belgorodian land 
are given the most important thing- faith. It's faith 
that creates a harmony with the "world of the spirit". 
It's faith that makes us patient and understanding, 
the qualities which helped us to survive in the most 
hard times of the Great Patriotic War when Belgorod 
was twice occupied by the Germans and it was 
completely destroyed. In fact before the war the 
population of Belgorod was about 34000 people and 
only 150 people left after the battles of July- August 
1943. In honor of the liberation of the cities of 
Belgorod and Orel the first salute was fired in 
Moscow. Russian nature, spirit and genius come 
together in the greatest people of our land. 



V. Shukhov was one of them. He was the world important scientist and 
engineer. The Technological Academy was named in honour of him. Belgorod 
was also the home of the first Russian actor M. Shchepkin. He is 
memorialized at the Shchepkin Drama Theatre. 

Belgorod is a great sports center. The Belgorodians are very proud of 
their sportsmen, some of them are world-famed, such as Olympic 
Gymnastics champion Svetlana Khorkina, volleyball team 
"Lokomotive-Belogorie", football team "Salut Energiya" and many others.

Belgorod has spent many years waiting for your visit. Visit us first and 
you'll enjoy the wonders of Beigorod!



All in all, Russia is a country that does not 
leave much to be desired. Make haste everyone! 
And discover one of the world's most astonishing 
locations! A picture paints a thousand words!


