





The Beaﬂes were an English rock band formed@#Liy@pocC
in 19G8vho became the most commercially successfuf'and
criticdll§f acclaimed act in the h tory of popular musie: Thei
best-known lineup consisted §@ohn Lennon, Paul ”
McCartn ge Harrisas4nd Ringo Star,. & L2
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THE BEATLES BUILT THEIR
REPUTATION PLAYING CLUBS IN
LIVERPOOL AND HAMBURG OVER A&
THREE-YEAR PERIOD FROM 1960.
MANAGER BRIAN EPSTEIN MOULDED
THEM INTO A PROFESSIONAL ACT AND
PRODUCER GEORGE MARTIN ENHANCED
THEIR MUSICAL POTENTIAL. THEY
GAINED POPULARITY IN THE UNITED
KINGDOM AFTER THEIR FIRST SINGLE,
"LOVE ME DO", BECAME & MODEST HIT
IN LATE 1962. THEY ACQUIRED THE
NICKNAME THE "FAB FOUR" AS
BEATLEMANIA GREW IN BRITAIN OVER
THE FOLLOWING YEAR, AND BY EARLY
1964 THEY HAD BECOME
INTERNATIONAL STARS, LEADING THE
"BRITISH INVASION" INTO THE UNITED
STATES POP MARKET




The Beatles' influence on popular
culture was—and remains—immense.
Former Rolling Stone associate editor
Robert Greenfield compares the band to
Picasso as "artists who broke through
the constraints of their time period to
come up with something that was
unique and original.... In the form of
popular music, no one will ever be more
revolutionary, more creative and more
distinctive". From the 1920s, the United
States had dominated popular
entertainment culture throughout much
of the world, via Hollywood movies,
jazz, the music of Broadway and Tin
Pan Alley and, later, the rock and roll
that first emerged in Memphis,
Tennessee. The Beatles not only
sparked the British Invasion of the US,
they became a globally influential
phenomenon as well.
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Their musical innovations
and commercial success
inspired musicians
worldwide. Many artists have
acknowledged their influence
and enjoyed chart success
with covers of their songs. On
radio, their arrival marked the
beginning of a new era;
programme director Rick MY
Sklar of New York's WABC o &
went so far as to forbid his &= &
DJs from playing any ‘°~~° el .
"pre-Beatles" music. Thes" f" ‘,l - 5
Beatles helped to redgﬁ'ne the &
LP as something motre tha‘n .o"
just a few hits padﬂed,o‘ht !'*" Al
with "filler", and’they we I
primary mngVators ofj.he &
modern mt]sw v‘fdegﬂ'
Shea Stadiup shgw wi N 4
whigh they“opgneqdy(elr 1965
Nor'th American t a‘ﬂfac. d
.an estlmated 55’500 People,
* thet theTaraett anthiaNte in
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