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EARLY YEARS
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE WAS BORN IN 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON (WARWICKSHIRE) 
IN 1564, BAPTIZED APRIL 26, THE EXACT 
DATE OF BIRTH IS UNKNOWN. ACCORDING 
TO THE LEGENDS OF HIS BIRTH BY 23 
APRIL: THIS DATE COINCIDES WITH THE 
EXACT DAY OF HIS DEATH KNOWN. THE 
NAME "SHAKESPEARE" MAY BE TRANSLATED 
FROM ENGLISH AS "TERRIFIC SPEAR. «
HIS FATHER, JOHN SHAKESPEARE (1530 - 
1601), WAS A WEALTHY TRADESMAN 
(GLOVER), OFTEN ELECTED TO VARIOUS 
PUBLIC OFFICES. HE DID NOT ATTEND 
CHURCH SERVICES, FOR WHICH HE PAID 
LARGE FINES (PERHAPS IT WAS A SECRET 
CATHOLIC).
SHAKESPEARE'S MOTHER, NÉE MARY ARDEN 
(1537 - 1608), BELONGED TO ONE OF THE 
OLDEST SAXON FAMILIES.

The only known image of the 
fair - engraving of posthumous 
"First Folio" (1623) by painter 
of Dutch origin Droskhouta





IT IS BELIEVED THAT SHAKESPEARE WAS IN STRATFORD 
"GRAMMAR SCHOOL", WHERE HE RECEIVED A SERIOUS 
EDUCATION: STRATFORD TEACHER OF LATIN LANGUAGE AND 
LITERATURE, WROTE POETRY IN LATIN. SOME SCHOLARS 
ARGUE THAT SHAKESPEARE ATTENDED KING EDWARD VI 
SCHOOL, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, WHERE HE STUDIED THE 
WORK OF POETS SUCH AS OVID AND PLAUTUS, BUT THE 
SCHOOL MAGAZINES HAVE NOT SURVIVED, AND NOW NOTHING 
CAN BE SAID FOR SURE.
IN 1582, AT THE AGE OF 18 HE MARRIED ANNE HATHAWAY, 
THE DAUGHTER OF A LOCAL LANDOWNER, THE FORMER IS 8 
YEARS OLDER THAN HE AND ALREADY PREGNANT AT THE TIME 
OF MARRIAGE, AND IN 1583 THEY HAD A DAUGHTER, SUSAN, 
WAS BAPTIZED ON MAY 23, IN 1585 - TWINS: HEMNET SON, 
WHO DIED AT AGE 11 (AUGUST 1596), AND DAUGHTER JUDITH, 
BAPTIZED ON FEBRUARY 2.
ON FURTHER (FOR SEVEN YEARS), THE EVENTS OF HIS LIFE, 
THERE ARE ONLY GUESSES. 





Coat of arms with the 
motto of Shakespeare 
Non Sanz Droict - Fr. 
"Not without right"



LONDON AND THEATRICAL CAREER
NOT KNOWN EXACTLY WHEN SHAKESPEARE BEGAN WRITING 
THEATRICAL WORKS, BUT THE FIRST EXTANT SOURCES BELONG TO 
1592.
BIOGRAPHERS BELIEVE THAT SHAKESPEARE'S CAREER COULD COME 
AT ANY TIME SINCE THE MIDDLE OF 1580TH. FROM 1594 
SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS WERE STAGED ONLY TROUPE "THE SERVANTS 
OF LORD CHAMBERLAIN," WHICH INCLUDED SHAKESPEARE. COMPANY 
SOON BECAME THE LEADING THEATER GROUP IN LONDON. AFTER 
THE DEATH OF QUEEN ELIZABETH IN 1603, THE TROUPE HAS 
RECEIVED A ROYAL PATENT BY THE NEW RULER, JAMES I, AND 
BECAME KNOWN AS THE "SERVANTS OF THE KING".
IN 1599, THE PARTNERSHIP MEMBERS OF THE COMPANY HAS BUILT 
ON THE SOUTH BANK OF THE THAMES A NEW THEATER, CALLED THE 
GLOBE. IN 1608, THEY ALSO ACQUIRED THE INDOOR THEATER IN 
BLEKFEYRSE. REPORTS ON REAL ESTATE PURCHASES BY 
SHAKESPEARE AND HIS INVESTMENTS SHOW THAT THE COMPANY 
MADE   HIM A WEALTHY MAN. IN 1597, HE BOUGHT THE 
SECOND-LARGEST HOUSE IN STRAFORDE - NEW PLACE.
 



Recreated theater "Globe" in 
which Shakespeare worked 
troupe



LAST YEARS AND DEATH
BACK IN THE 1597 SHAKESPEARE BOUGHT THE SECOND LARGEST 
HOUSE IN STRATFORD. IN 1605TH HE BOUGHT THE RIGHT TO 
RECEIVE TITHES FROM THE NEAREST LAND TO THE CITY. IN 1612, 
SHAKESPEARE FOR UNKNOWN REASONS LEFT THE THEATER AND 
RETURNED TO HIS HOME IN STRATFORD, WHERE THEY LIVED WITH 
HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER.
ALL SURVIVING SHAKESPEARE SIGNATURES ON DOCUMENTS 
(1612-1613) HAVE A VERY POOR HANDWRITING, BASED ON WHICH 
SOME RESEARCHERS BELIEVE THAT IT WAS AT THE TIME SERIOUSLY 
ILL. [20] APRIL 23, 1616 [21] SHAKESPEARE DIED. TRADITIONALLY, 
IT IS ASSUMED THAT HE DIED ON HIS BIRTHDAY, BUT THE BELIEF 
THAT SHAKESPEARE WAS BORN ON APRIL 23, NO.

Shakespeare's autograph 
on his will



THREE DAYS LATER, THE BODY WAS BURIED IN SHAKESPEARE'S 
STRATFORD ST. TRINITY. WRITTEN ON HIS TOMBSTONE EPITAPH:

GOOD FRIEND FOR JESUS SAKE FORBEAR,
TO DIG THE DUST ENCLOSED HERE.
BLEST BE THE MAN THAT SPARES THES STONES,
AND CURST BE HE THAT MOVES MY BONES.

ДРУГ, РАДИ ГОСПОДА, НЕ РОЙ
ОСТАНКОВ, ВЗЯТЫХ СЕЙ ЗЕМЛЁЙ;
НЕТРОНУВШИЙ БЛАЖЕН В ВЕКАХ,
И ПРОКЛЯТ — ТРОНУВШИЙ МОЙ ПРАХ.
(ПЕРЕВОД А. ВЕЛИЧАНСКОГО)



THE CHURCH WAS ERECTED AS A 
PAINTED BUST OF SHAKESPEARE, NEXT 
TO WHICH ARE TWO EPITAPHS - IN LATIN 
AND ENGLISH. LATIN EPITAPH COMPARES 
SHAKESPEARE PILOSSKIM WISE KING 
NESTOR, SOCRATES, AND VIRGIL.
SHAKESPEARE HAS SURVIVED A WIDOW, 
ANNE (D. 1623), AND TWO DAUGHTERS. 
THE LAST DIRECT DESCENDANT OF 
SHAKESPEARE WAS HIS GRANDDAUGHTER 
ELIZABETH BARNARD (1608-1670), THE 
DAUGHTER OF SUSAN SHAKESPEARE AND 
DR. JOHN HALL. THREE SONS JUDITH 
SHAKESPEARE (IN MARRIAGE QUINN) DIED 
YOUNG, LEAVING NO OFFSPRING.

The bust of Shakespeare in the 
church. Trinity Church in 
Stratford



CREATIVITY
 THE CHURCH WAS ERECTED AS A PAINTED 
BUST OF SHAKESPEARE, NEXT TO WHICH 
ARE TWO EPITAPHS - IN LATIN AND 
ENGLISH. LATIN EPITAPH COMPARES 
SHAKESPEARE PILOSSKIM WISE KING 
NESTOR, SOCRATES, AND VIRGIL.
SHAKESPEARE HAS SURVIVED A WIDOW, 
ANNE (D. 1623), AND TWO DAUGHTERS. 
THE LAST DIRECT DESCENDANT OF 
SHAKESPEARE WAS HIS GRANDDAUGHTER 
ELIZABETH BARNARD (1608-1670), THE 
DAUGHTER OF SUSAN SHAKESPEARE AND 
DR. JOHN HALL. THREE SONS JUDITH 
SHAKESPEARE (IN MARRIAGE QUINN) DIED 
YOUNG, LEAVING NO OFFSPRING.



DRAMA

 THE SECOND PERIOD (1594-1600)
AROUND 1595 SHAKESPEARE CREATED ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS 
OF HIS TRAGEDIES - "ROMEO AND JULIET" - THE STORY OF HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE STRUGGLE WITH EXTERNAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
FOR THE RIGHT TO LOVE. HE STRESSED LYRICISM AND DRAMATIC 
ACTION, REINTERPRETED AND ENRICHED THE CHARACTERS, 
CREATED POETIC MONOLOGUES THAT REVEAL THE INNER FEELINGS 
OF THE MAIN CHARACTERS THUS TRANSFORMING AN ORDINARY 
PRODUCT INTO A RENAISSANCE POEM ABOUT LOVE. THIS SPECIAL 
TYPE OF TRAGEDY, LYRICAL, OPTIMISTIC, DESPITE THE DEATH OF 
THE MAIN CHARACTERS IN THE FINAL. THEIR NAMES HAVE BECOME 
SYNONYMOUS DESIGNATION HIGHEST POETRY OF PASSION.
AROUND THE YEAR 1596 DATES BACK TO ONE OF THE MOST 
FAMOUS WORKS OF SHAKESPEARE - "THE MERCHANT OF VENICE." 
THE PLAY CONTRASTS THE POWER OF MONEY OVER A MAN AND THE 
CULT OF FRIENDSHIP - AN INTEGRAL PART OF LIFE HARMONY.



AT THE SAME TIME THE IMMORTAL SHAKESPEARE 
CREATES AND INTERESTING TYPE THAT HAS NOT 
BEEN UNIQUE IN WORLD LITERATURE - SIR JOHN 
FALSTAFF. 

Romeo and Juliet. 
Painting F. Dixie 
(1884)

Falstaff with a big jug of 
wine and a cup. Painting E. 
von Gryutsnera (1896)



THE THIRD PERIOD OF HIS ARTISTIC ACTIVITIES, SOME 
COVERING THE YEARS 1600-1609, IS CALLED THE 
PERIOD OF "DEEP SPIRITUAL DARKNESS," .
AROUND 1600 SHAKESPEARE CREATES A "HAMLET" IS 
CONSIDERED BY MANY CRITICS - THE DEEPEST IN HIS 
WORK. BY DEFINITION, LE PINSKY, HAMLET - THE 
FIRST "REFLECTIVE" THE HERO OF WORLD 
LITERATURE. 



HEROES "GREAT TRAGEDIES" OF 
SHAKESPEARE - OUTSTANDING PEOPLE, 
WHICH IS MIXED GOOD AND EVIL. FACED 
WITH THE DISHARMONY OF THE WORLD, 
THEY MAKE HARD CHOICES - HOW TO EXIST 
IN IT, THEY MAKE THEIR OWN DESTINY, 
AND ARE FULLY RESPONSIBLE FOR IT.
AT THE SAME TIME, SHAKESPEARE CREATES 
DRAMA "MEASURE FOR MEASURE."  ITS 
NAME REFERS TO THE EXHORTATION OF 
CHRIST'S MERCY. THIS IS A PROBLEMATIC 
PRODUCT DOES NOT FIT INTO A CERTAIN 
GENRE, BUT THERE IS ON THE VERGE OF 
GENRES, ASCENDING TO MORALITY IT IS 
DIRECTED TOWARD TRAGICOMEDY. 



THE FOURTH PERIOD, EXCEPT FOR THE PLAY 
"HENRY VIII, INCLUDES ONLY THREE OR FOUR 
YEARS AND FOUR PLAYS - THE SO-CALLED 
"ROMANTIC DRAMA" OR TRAGICOMEDY. "PERICLES" 
MARKS THE EMERGENCE OF NEW WORKS. 
"WINTER'S TALE" - A STRANGE FANTASY STORY 
"ABOUT THE INCREDIBLE, WHERE ALL LIKELY." 

Prospero and Ariel. 
Picture of William 
Hamilton (1797)



POEMS
THE POEM "VENUS AND ADONIS" WAS PUBLISHED 
IN 1593, WHEN SHAKESPEARE WAS ALREADY 
KNOWN AS A PLAYWRIGHT, BUT THE AUTHOR 
HIMSELF CALLS IT HIS LITERARY FIRST-BORN, 
AND THEREFORE IT IS LIKELY THAT SHE OR 
CONCEIVED, WRITTEN, OR SOMETIMES EVEN 
MORE IN STRATFORD. THERE IS ALSO 
SPECULATION THAT SHAKESPEARE, BELIEVED 
THE POEM (AS OPPOSED TO PUBLIC THEATER 
PLAYS) GENRE WORTHY OF ATTENTION NOBLE 
PATRON AND WORK OF HIGH ART. BEFORE US IS 
A PASSION, A REAL MAD, DARKENED MIND AND 
POETIC BECAUSE THE LAW, AS ALL THAT IS 
BRIGHT AND STRONG.
MUCH CAMPY SECOND POEM - "LUCRETIA," 
PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT (1594), AND DEVOTED, 
LIKE THE FIRST, EARL OF SOUTHAMPTON. 



SONNETS
SONNET - A POEM OF 14 LINES. ONLY 154 HAVE 
BEEN WRITTEN BY SHAKESPEARE SONNETS, AND 
MOST OF THEM WERE ESTABLISHED IN THE YEARS 
1592-1599. THEY WERE FIRST PUBLISHED WITHOUT 
THE AUTHOR'S KNOWLEDGE IN 1609. TWO OF 
THEM WERE PRINTED BACK IN 1599 IN THE BOOK 
"PASSIONATE PILGRIM." IT'S SONNETS 138 AND 144.

The first edition 
of "Sonnets" 
(1609)



SONNETS 8
 MUSIC TO HEAR, WHY HEAR'ST THOU MUSIC SADLY?

SWEETS WITH SWEETS WAR NOT, JOY DELIGHTS IN JOY.
WHY LOVEST THOU THAT WHICH THOU RECEIVEST NOT GLADLY,

OR ELSE RECEIVEST WITH PLEASURE THINE ANNOY?
 

IF THE TRUE CONCORD OF WELL-TUNED SOUNDS,
BY UNIONS MARRIED, DO OFFEND THINE EAR,

THEY DO BUT SWEETLY CHIDE THEE, WHO CONFOUNDS
IN SINGLENESS THE PARTS THAT THOU SHOULDST BEAR.

 
MARK HOW ONE STRING, SWEET HUSBAND TO ANOTHER,

STRIKES EACH IN EACH BY MUTUAL ORDERING,
RESEMBLING SIRE AND CHILD AND HAPPY MOTHER
WHO ALL IN ONE, ONE PLEASING NOTE DO SING:

 
WHOSE SPEECHLESS SONG, BEING MANY, SEEMING ONE,
SINGS THIS TO THEE: 'THOU SINGLE WILT PROVE NONE.'

 



ПЕРЕВОД С.МАРШАКА
 ТЫ - МУЗЫКА, НО ЗВУКАМ МУЗЫКАЛЬНЫМ
ТЫ ВНЕМЛЕШЬ С НЕПОНЯТНОЮ ТОСКОЙ.

ЗАЧЕМ ЖЕ ЛЮБИШЬ ТО, ЧТО ТАК ПЕЧАЛЬНО,
ВСТРЕЧАЕШЬ МУКУ РАДОСТЬЮ ТАКОЙ?

 
ГДЕ ТАЙНАЯ ПРИЧИНА ЭТОЙ МУКИ?
НЕ ПОТОМУ ЛИ ГРУСТЬЮ ТЫ ОБЪЯТ,

ЧТО СТРОЙНО СОГЛАСОВАННЫЕ ЗВУКИ
УПРЕКОМ ОДИНОЧЕСТВУ ЗВУЧАТ?

 
ПРИСЛУШАЙСЯ, КАК ДРУЖЕСТВЕННО СТРУНЫ

ВСТУПАЮТ В СТРОЙ И ГОЛОС ПОДАЮТ, -
КАК БУДТО МАТЬ, ОТЕЦ И ОТРОК ЮНЫЙ

В СЧАСТЛИВОМ ЕДИНЕНИИ ПОЮТ.
 

НАМ ГОВОРИТ СОГЛАСЬЕ СТРУН В КОНЦЕРТЕ,
ЧТО ОДИНОКИЙ ПУТЬ ПОДОБЕН СМЕРТИ.



ПЕРЕВОД А.ФИНКЕЛЯ
 ТЫ - МУЗЫКА, НО ПОЧЕМУ УНЫЛО
ТЫ МУЗЫКЕ ВНИМАЕШЬ? И ЗАЧЕМ

ТЫ С РАДОСТЬЮ ВСТРЕЧАЕШЬ, ЧТО НЕ МИЛО,
А РАДОСТНОМУ ТЫ НЕ РАД СОВСЕМ?

 
НЕ ПОТОМУ ЛИ СТРОЙНЫХ ЗВУКОВ ХОРЫ
АККОРДАМИ ТВОЙ ОСКОРБЛЯЮТ СЛУХ,
ЧТО КРОТКО ШЛЮТ ОНИ ТЕБЕ УКОРЫ
ЗА ТО, ЧТО ТЫ ОДИН ПО╠ШЬ ЗА ДВУХ.

 
ЗАМЕТЬ, КАК ДРУЖНО, РАДОСТНО И ЗВОНКО

СОГЛАСНЫХ СТРУН ЗВУЧИТ СЧАСТЛИВЫЙ СТРОЙ,
НАПОМИНАЯ МАТЬ, ОТЦА, РЕБЕНКА,

В ЕДИНОЙ НОТЕ СЛИВШИХ ГОЛОС СВОЙ.
 

ТЕБЕ ПОЕТ ГАРМОНИИ ПОТОК:
"УЙДЕШЬ В НИЧТО, КОЛЬ БУДЕШЬ ОДИНОК".


