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PERIODS IN THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH

The history of English English - A Historical Summary

covers roughly 1200

years. Traditional e Y 7 i 7N
divides English history ' £
into three pe”OdS (Churrh Lalr) Old Norse ( l,:,Cun a;m
The Old English period \.

begins about 700 a. d.
and lasts till about 12th
century.

The Middle English
period lasts from about
the beginning of the
12th century till 15th
century.

The Modern
Englishperiod begins at
about 15th century and

lasts to the present e e
day Danish French Languages

4" Centaury
Low German

Anglo Saxon Old English Middle English



THE PREHISTORY OF ENGLISH

The ultimate
origins of English
lie in
Indo-European, a
family of
languages
consisting of most
of the languages
of Europe as well
as those of Iran,
the Indian
subcontinent, and
other parts of Asia.
Because little is
known about
ancient
Indo-European
we'll begin our
survey in Britain in
the first century
AD

The Anglo-Saxons
came from Germany,
Holland and Denmark

aond Ireland
1117 AD

The Celts went to Comwall

The Normans
came from
Scandinavia,
via northern 1066

France

How the British Isles were invaded




5th-6th centuries
Germanic
peoples speaking
West Germanic
dialects settle
most of Britain.

Celts retreat to
distant areas of
Britain: Ireland,
Scotland, Wales.
The Celtic
influence on
English survives




43 AD The Romans
invade Britain,
beginning 400 AD
years of control over
much of the island.
Early 5th century
with the collapse of
the empire, Romans
withdraw from
Britain. So many
words have Latin
roots in modern
English. For example,
word “castra” (camp)
meets in words
-Lancaster,
Manchester,
Leicester. Many of
the most commonly
used words in
modern English have
Latin roots, for
example words
street, wall, wine,

pear, pepper.

one

C

one hundred

ROMANS

V X

five

D

five hundred

ten fifty

M

one thousand

* Julius Caesar invades Britannia.

* Claudius invades Britannia with 40,000 Roman Soldiers.

* The Roman temporarily invade Wales.

* Boudicca's revolt causes 70,000 killed.

* The capital changes from Saint Albans to London.

» Wales and Scotland are defeated by the Romans.

("« Hadrian's wall is built to try and stop the Scottish
incursions.

o Antonium's wall is built north of Hadrian's Wall

* The Emperor Septimus Severus divides Britain into 2
provinces : Superior Britannia and Inferior Britannia.

* Britain is divided into 4 provinces.

* Barbaric invasions by the pictos, gaelics, anglos and
saxons.

~ * Honorius wont send more troops to help the troops in
~ Britannia. The Roman control has finished.




500-1100: THE OLD ENGLISH (OR ANGLO-SAXON)
PERIOD

West Germanic
invaders from
Jutland and
southern Denmark:
the Angles Saxons,
and Jutes, began to
settle in the British
Isles in the fifth and
sixth centuries AD.

About half of the
most commonly
used words in
modern English
have Old English
roots. Words like be ,
water, and strong,
for example, derive
from Old English
roots.




The Vikings attack
Wessex in 878, and
the Saxon king,
Alfred (of burning the
cakes fame) had to
flee to the Somerset
marshes.

English borrowed
approximately two
thousand lexical
items from Old
Norse, including
anger, bag, both, hit,
law, leg, same, skill,
sky, take, and many
others, possibly even
including the
pronoun they.
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THE NORMAN CONQUEST AND MIDDLE ENGLISH
(1100-1500)

William the
Conqueror, the

Duke of

Normandy,

invaded and
conquered

England and the
Anglo-Saxons in

1066 AD. The
influence of the
w{ormansdcte)an be
llustrated by ;v %
looking at twoa‘”
words, beef an ,“??
cow. Many legé
terms, such asg
indict, jury.




EARLY MODERN ENGLISH (1500-1800)

The next wave of
innovation in English
came with the
Renaissance. Words
Shakespeare
bequeathed to the
language include
“critical," "leapfrog,”
"majestic,” "dwindle,"
and "pedant.“The first
factor was the Great
Vowel Shift. This was a
changein
pronunciation that
began around 1400.
The last major factor in
the development of
Modern English was
the advent of the
printing press. Spelling
and grammar became
fixed, and the first
English dictionary was
published in 1604.

Enter Flamier.
Cor. Madame, will it pleale your grace
Tolcaue vshere?
Owe. Withallmy hart. exit.
Cor. Andhere Ofelia, reade you on this booke
And walke aloofe, the King thal be voleene.
Haw, To be,ornot to be, I chere’s the pomt,
To Die, toflecpe,isthat ali? 1 all:
No,to fleepe,to dreame, T mary thereit goes,
For in that dreame of death, when wee awake,
And borne before an euerlalting Tudge,
From whence no paflenger cueretur nd,
T be vndifcouered country, at whole fight
T he happy fmile,and the accurled damn'd.
But for this,the ioyfull bope of this,
Whol'd beare the fcornes and flattery of the world,
Scorned by the right rich,the rich curfled of the poore?

Fashioning ”"fﬁ

mdr/y c odern

Creativity & Innovation in Eurgpe: 1500-1800




LATE-MODERN ENGLISH (1800-PRESENT)

The principal
distinction
between early- and
late-modern
Englishis
vocabulary. The
industrial and
scientific
revolutions
created a need for
neologisms to
describe the new
creations and
discoveries. Words
like oxygen,
protein, nuclear,
vaccine,
horsepower,
airplane,
typewriter and etc.

- North

NN

___Modern English dialects

Standard English Variants

= Northeast
= Midlands
« Last Midlands
* West Midiands
= South
¢ East Anglian
s Estuary Pnglish
e Cockney
e Multicultural London
English
* West Country

= British English (the United
Kingdom)

= American English (the USA)

= Canadian English (Canada)

* Australian English (Australia)

=New Zealand English (New
Zealand)

= Hiberno-English (also known as
Anglo-irish and Irish English,
spoken in Ireland)

* [ndo-Pakistani English (Hindustan)

= South African English (South
Africa and in neighbouring
countries (Botswana, Namibia,
Zimbabwe and Lesotho))

= Caribbean English (the Caribbean,
most countries on the Caribbean
coast of Central America, and
Guyana)




CONCLUSION

English is spreading
from northern Europe
to the south and is
now firmly
entrenched as a
second language in
countries such as
Sweden, Norway,
Netherlands and
Denmark. Itis
believed that over
one billion people
worldwide are
currently learning
English.

English has without a
doubt become the
global language.
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