





Australia

* Australia officially the Commonwealth of Australia, is a country
comprising the mainland of the Australian continent, the island
of Tasmania, and numerous smaller islands. It is the world's
sixth-largest country by total area.

* For at least 40,000 years before the first British settlement in
the late 18th century,Australia was inhabited by indigenous
Australians, who spoke languages grouped into roughly 250
language groups.

* In 2012 Australia had the world's fifth-highest per capita

income,Australia’s military expenditure is the world's
1 3th-largest.




Government

* Australia is a constitutional -
monarchy with a federal divisios
of powers.

It uses a parliamentary system

of government with Queen Elizabeth
at its apex as the Queen of Australia,
a role that is distinct from her position
as monarch of the other
Commonwealth realms.
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The flag of Australia is a defaced Blue En5|gn
a blue fieldswith the Unlon Jack ,
in the canton (up

i

N
i

| Sresentation of the
gsoumern Cross constellation,
made up of five white stars —
one small five-pointed star
and four, larger,
seven-pointed stars.




Coat of arms of
Australia

The coat of arms of Australia is
the official symbol of Australia.
The initial coat of arms was
granted by King Edward VIl on 7
May 1908, and the current
version was granted by King
George V on 19 September
1912, although the 1908 version
continued fo be used in some
contexts, notably appearing on
the sixpenny coin until 1966.




Design

The shield is the focal
point of the coat of arms,
contained within is the
badge of each Australian
state, the whole
surrounded by an ermine
border representing the
federation of the states:

State

New South Wales

Victoria

Queensland

South Australia

Western Australia

Tasmania

Description

the cross of St. George with lion

and stars

an Imperial Crown and Southern Cross

a blue Maltese Cross and Crown

'the Australian piping shrike

a black swan

a red walking lion
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* Australia’s landmass of 7,617,930 square kilometres is on the
Indo-Australian Plate. Surrounded by the Indian and Pacific
oceans, it is separated from Asia by the Arafura and Timor
seas, with the Coral Sea lying off the Queensland coast, and
the Tasman Sea lying between Australia and New Zealand.

* The climate of Australia is significantly influenced by ocean
currents, including the Indian Ocean Dipole and the El
Nino—Southern Oscillation, which is correlated with periodic
drought, and the seasonal tropical low-pressure system that
produces cyclones in northern Australia.

* These factors cause rainfall to vary markedly from year to
year.
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