English Grammar in Proverbs
and Sayings

AHrnMnUcKasa rpaMmmMmaTuvka B
nocsaoBMLax U NOroBopkKax

TpeHupoBOYHbIE
3a4aHus

ABTOp: yunTesb
aHIJINMACKOIro si3biKa
bo)>xkeHko H.rT.




Task 1. Use the Simple Present to complete the
sentences. Give the Russian equivalents to these
proverbs.

. It (be) good fishing in trouble waters.

. A fish (stink) at the head.

. Every cloud (have) a silver lining.

. It never (rain) but it (pour).

. One cloud (be) enough to eclipse the sun.
. After rain (come) fine weather.

. Haste (make) waste.

. Second thoughts (be) the best.
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Task 2. Use the Simple Past to complete
the sentences. Give the Russian
equivalents to these proverbs.

1. Rome (not build) in a day.

2. Little strokes (fall) great oaks.

3. Care (kill) the cat.

4, He who (please) everybody (die) before he
(be) born.

5. He that never (climb), never (fall).

6. Diamond (cut) diamond.

7. When Queen Anne (be alive).



Task 3. Complete the proverbs. Use
articles a or an, the. Give the Russian
equivalents.

1. To beat about ... bush.

2. It s ... last straw that breaks the camel s
back.

3. Among ... blind ... one-eyed man is a king.
4.... drowning man will grasp at ... straw.

5. ... friend in need is ... friend indeed.

6. To call ... spade ... spade.



Task 4. Complete the proverbs. Use articles
a or an, the. Give the Russian equivalents.

...beggar can never be bankrupt.

. ... fool at forty is ... fool indeed.

. ...busiest man finds ...most leisure.
. ...Aungry man is ...angry man.

. ...exception proves ... rule.
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Task 5. Complete the sentences. Use the
comparative form of the words. Give Russian
equivalents.

. Half a loaf is (good) than no bread.

. Actions speak (loud) than words

. (good) a small fish than an empty dish.
. Blood is (thick) than water.

. No (soon) said than done.

. The (much) haste, the (little) speed.
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Task 6. Complete the sentences. Use the
comparative form of the words. Give
Russian equivalents.

. False friends are (bad) than open enemies.
. A good name is (good) than riches.
. Two heads are (good) than one.
. Company in distress makes trouble (little).
. (good) late than never.

. The (high) the ape goes, the (much) he
shows his tail.
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Task 7. Complete the sentences. Use the
superlative form of the words. Give Russian
equivalents.

1. The (little) said, the (soon) mended.

2. He laughs (good) who laughs last.

3. Honesty is the (good) policy.

4. Hunger is the (good) sauce.

5. The (busy) man finds the (much) leisure.



Task 8. Conditional sentences. Complete the
proverbs with the verbs in parentheses. Give the
Russian equivalents to these proverbs.

. If its and ans (be) pots and pans.

. If wishes (be) horses, beggars might ride.

. If the cap (fit), wear it.

. If life (give) you lemons — make lemonade.

. If you (laugh) before breakfast you will cry before
supper.

6. If you try to please all, you (please) none.
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Task 9. Complete the sentences. Use the
superlative form of the words. Give Russian
equivalents.

. (good) defense is offence.

. Stolen fruit is the (sweet).

. The (high) art is artlessness.

. If the (bad) comes to the (bad).

. The (good) fish swim near the bottom.
. The (high) tree has the (great) fall.
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Task 15. Write the correct form of the nouns in
parentheses making them plural. Give Russian
equivalents to the English proverbs.

1.(child) are poor men s riches.
2. (parent) are (pattern).

3. All (cat) are grey in the dark.
4. Barking (dog) seldom bite.

5. All (man) can t be first.

6. Have more (life) than a cat.
/. It rains (cat) and (dog).



Task 11. Put questions to the
underlined words. Match the
English proverbs with the
Russian equivalents.

1. The early_bird catches the
worm.

2. Put not your head between
the bark and the tree.

3. A bad workman quarrels
with his tools.

4. The belly has no ears.

5. A silent fool is considered
wise.

6. A heavy purse makes a
light heart.

7. The leopard cannot change
his spots

a) losioqHoe 6proxo Ko BCEMY
r71yxo.

b)He neHsn Ha cocega, Ko
cnvwib 40 obeja.

c) Mosnyu — 3a yMHOIro
conaéLus.

d)He cyn Hoca B 4yxxoe
rpoco.

e)llnoxomy TaHUyopy Tygsiu
KMYT.

f)lopbaTtoro morusia
NCripaBuT.

g)ECTb 4eM 3BSIKHYTb, TakK
MOXXHO U KDSIKHYTh.
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Task 13. Use a gerund or an
infinitive to complete each
sentence. Match the English
proverbs with the Russian
equivalents.

, (make?I a mountain out of a

molehi

. (kill) two birds with one stone.
. Early to bed and early (rise)

makes a man healthy, wealthy
and wise.

. Better die (stand) than live

(kneel).

. (tell) tales out of school.
. A good (begin) is a good end.
. Be slow Spromise) and quick

(perform).

proof of the pudding is in
its (eat).

a) BeliHOCUTb cop 13 n36kbl.

b)O6es y3HatoT ro
KyLaHbo, a yM o
C/1yLLIaHbIO.

c) J/lyywie cmeptb c/iaBHas,
4yeM XXN3Hb M030pPHas.

d) O6eLyan maso — gesnan
MHOIO.

e) [enatb n3 Myxum cJ/1oHa.

f) XopoLiee Hayaso
rnosgesa otkadaso. Jinxa
bena Hayasa.

g) O4HUM yaapoMm ABYyX MyX
yOUTH.

h) KTo paHo noxutcs u
paHo BCTa€T, 340pPOBbE,
60rarcTBo U YM Ha>XUBET



Task 6. Use adjectives from
the list to complete the
proverbs. Match the
English proverbs with
Russian equivalents.

Like, black, well, old, fit, sure, plain

1. As ...as eggs is eggs.
2. As ... as a fiddle.

3. As ... as two peas.

4. As ... be hanged for

a sheep as for a
lamb.

5. The devil is not so ...
as he is painted.

6. As ... as hills.

a) Ctapo Kak mMup.

b) Kak ABa)kabl ABa —
yeTbIpe.

c) Kak aBe Karijiu.

d) He Tak cTpalieH 4Yépr,
Kak ero MasirororT.

e) Cemb 6es — oanH
OTBET.

f) CTDOVHbBIN KaK CTpyHa.



