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Every country has its own traditions and

=eustoms for celebrating Christmas. The

English-speaking countries celebrate
Christmas on December 25th. This day
1s preceded by numerous preparations:
every building on the street 1s decorated
in a fairytale style, postcards and
presents for family members and friends
are bought, evergreen Christmas trees
are erected on central squares of each
city, Christmas carols are heard
everywhere, etc. These preparations can
start long before the actual holiday. For
example, a month before the air 1s
already filled by the atmosphere of
Christmas. Modern stores and malls
provide countless sales, which are rather
beneficial. American people love to shop
before Christmas. They can buy nice

dresses and costumes for the coming
holiday.
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LR s e A holiday — Independence Day. The United States
gained independence as a result of gradual and
painful process.

By the mid 1700's, it became difficult for thirteen
British colonies in the New World to be ruled by a
king 3000 miles across the ocean. The British empire
imposed high taxes upon the colonies.

In 1774, the First Continental Congress drew up a list
of grievances against the British crown. This
document was the first draft of the document that
would formally separate colonies from England.

In 1775, the Revolutionary War began. On July 2,
1776, the Second Continental Congress presented a
second draft of the list of grievances. On July 4, the
Continental Congress approved the Declaration of
independence. But the War of independence lasted
until 1783. After the war Independence Day became
an official holiday.




NEW YEAR S DAY-1JANUARY

In the United States, New Year's Eve is a time
for entertaining.

Many people go to parties and masquerade
balls, where, according to an old tradition,
guests unmask at midnight.

Thousands of Americans gather in Times
Square in the heart of New York City, This is
probably the noisiest and the most crowded
New Year's Eve celebration in the world!

At one minute before midnight, a lighted ball
drops slowly from the top of a pole on one of
the buildings. People count down at the same
time as the ball drops. When it reaches the
bottom, bells ring, sirens sound, firecrackers
explode, people hug and kiss, and shout
"Happy New Year!" Everyone drinks a toast to
the New Year and sings "Auld Lang Syne"

It is believed that everything done or not done
on the opening day of the year would influence
the succeeding twelve months.

Nothing is allowed to be taken out of the
house on New Year's Day. Thus, normally
generous people would flatly refuse to lend
anything on this day.
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Labour Day is a legal holiday. It is
celebrated each year on the first
Monday in September. The idea of this
holiday is to honour workers in America
and to give them a long weekend
holiday from work.

Labour Day was started in 1882 by a
union called the Knights of Labour. The
first celebration was a long parade
followed by a picnic in New York City.

In 1894 Congress made it a legal
holiday.

In America workers were not always
treated well. In the early days of the
1800's hundreds of thousands of
immigrants from Europe came to the
United States. They worked for very

. little pay. The owners of factories gave

them much work paid but little money.
The employees had to

- work 10 to 16 hours a day. Women and
I children worked cheaper than men.

In the 1800's workers led the fight.
They organized the workers in labour
unions.



MEMORIAL DAY-(MOCNEOHNWA

I'IOHE EJ bHI/IK MAA)

OTO HauuoHanbHbIN Npa3gHuk. Lkon.l,
BGaHKM 1 0OUCHI 3aKPbIBAIOTCS B 3TOT
OeHb. B 3TOT AeHb aMepuKaHLbI
OTAatloT AaHb BOEHHOCYXaLLM,
OTAAaBLUMX CBOU XXKN3HW B NPOLUbIX
BoWHax. LLIkonbl, kKnyObl, LEPKBK
yKpawatoT knagbuwa. OHu cTaBaT
donaru Ha morunax congar, MaTpPoCOB U
net4ymkoB. OHM NpoBOAAT
MeMopuarbHble CNYXbbl B LLIEPKBSIX,
3anax, B napkax v Ha knagbébuuiax. B
OOMNONHEHNE K TOPXKECTBEHHbLIM
cnyx6am B [leHb namsaTn yacTto
npoucxoaaT n gpyrue, bonee
PafoOCTHbIE LIEPEMOHUN: KPACOYHbIE
napagbl, CNHOPTUBHbLIE COPEBHOBAHUA.
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NeHb Konymb6a (Columbus Day) -

3TO NpasgHuK, KOTOPbIN MOCBSLLEH
rogoBLLUVHE, Koraa aKkcneamumsa UCrnaHcKoro
mopennaBartens Xpuctodopa Konymba
gocturna 6eperoB octpoBa CaH-
CanbBagop B baramckom apxunenare, B
nocneacTeun 3ToT AeHb 12 okTabps 1492
roga Obin NPUHAT 3a odnumManbHyo aaTty
OTKpbITUS AMepuku, a B 1937 rogy npu
npesngeHTe PpaHknmHe Py3senbte [leHb
Konymba ctan [ocyoapCTBEHHbIM
NpasaHUKOM, HE CMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO And
KOPEHHbIX XXUTENEN CTpaHbl 3TOT NPa3aHuK
- A€Hb CKOPOWU, AeHb Korga eBponenubl
NPUHECTIN Ha UX 3eEMITN CMEPTb, 6ONE3HH,
HULLETY.



INAUGURATION DAY-20 JANIARY
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| [leHb nHayrypaum — npovucxXoauT pas B
YyeTblpe roaa, nocre BbIoOpPoB Npe3naeHTa.



VALENTINE S DAY-14FEBRARY

KTo B Hawu OHW He cnbiwarn 0 aTom
npasgHuke? [leHb Bcex BNOONEHHbIX yKe
OaBHO npasaHyetcd B EBpone,

B Benukobputanum n B CLLUA. Ho Heckonbko
net Ha3ag [eHb CBaToro BaneHTnHa (Saint
Valentine’s Box) ctan oyeHb nonynsapHbIM
n B Poccuu, n B ctpaHax CHI.

Bbl, KOHEYHO, 3HAETE NCTOPUIO ATOrO
npasgHuka. Ceaton myvyeHuk BaneHTuH
Xun B ntanbsiHckom ropoae Tepuu B ||
Beke. OH TanHO BeH4Yan BnOONEHHbIX

MO XPUCTMAHCKOMY 00psay, 3a YTO U B
Ka3HEH BNacTsMu, Tak Kak Pumckas
nMnepus Toraa elle bbina a3bl4eckon,

a XpucTrnaHcTBo 6bIno nog 3anpetom. C Tex
nop CBATOM BaneHTuH BoLEN B UICTOPULO,
KaK MOKPOBUTENb BCEX BIIHOOMEHHbIX,

a [leHb CeaToro BaneHTnHa — 3TO AeHb
BCEX BIOOMNEHHBLIX.
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