
Who were you,                  
Mr. Shakespeare?





Shakespeare'
s official bio

https://learnenglishkids.britishcou
ncil.org/en/short-stories/william-s

hakespeare
https://learnenglishkids.britishc
ouncil.org/en/short-stories/willi

am-shakespeare



What was Shakespeare and his  family 
life like????

• What was his 
childhood like? 

• Where did he get his 
education?

• What was it like to be a 
celebrity in the  16th - 
17th century? 

• What was his family's 
life like?

• Write 5-7 adjectives to 
characterize the great 
Bard



Why 
doubt? 

Compare 
Shakespeare's bio 

and fact file. Try to 
list at least 3-4 things 
which seem illogical .



Major issues for 
debates

• Shakespeare’s parents were illiterate

• There’s no proof that he had any 
education (anyway he left school at 14 
or 15) NO University education

• His two daughters were illiterate

• No original manuscripts

• In his will he left no manuscripts, no 
books to anyone

• In the records he was called a 
gentleman, not a playwright

• None of his works were published 
until 1623 (7 years after his death)

• Many of Shakespeare’s plays are set 
abroad (16 are set in Italy) – 
Shakespeare never left Britain.



Possible candidates



Christopher Marlowe 



Major candidates



Who were you?




