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Baikal



Lake    BAIKAL
is the world’s oldest 
and deepest lake, it is 
the 2 voluminous. As 
the most voluminous 
freshwater  lake in the 
world, with an average 
depth of 744,4m. 
Baikal contains 
roughly 20% of the 
world’s surface fresh 
water and is located in 
the south of the Siberia



HISTORY OF BAIKAL

The first Russian explorer to 
reach Lake Baikal was              
Kurbat Ivanov 1643



• The Trans-Siberian railway 
was built between 1896 and 
1902. The scenic railway 
around the southwestern 
end of Lake Baikal required 
200 bridges and 33 tunnels; 
until its completion, a train 
ferry transported railcars 
across the lake (from Port 
Baikal to Mysovaya) for a 
number of years. Beginning 
in 1956, the impounding of 
the Irkutsk Dam on the 
Angara River raised the level 
of the lake by 1.4 m 

• As the railway was being 
built, a large 
hydrogeographical 
expedition headed by F.K. 
Drizhenko produced the first 
detailed atlas of the 
contours of Baikal's depths. 
Known as the "Galápagos of 
Russia", its age and isolation 
have produced some of the 
world's richest and most 
unusual freshwater fauna





The lake is completely surrounded 
by mountains. The Baikal 
Mountains on the north shore and 
the taiga are technically protected 
as a national park. It contains 27 
islands; the largest, Olkhon, is 72 
km (45 mi) long and is the 
third-largest lake-bound island in 
the world. The lake is fed by as 
many as three hundred and thirty 
inflowing rivers.[4] The main ones 
draining directly into Baikal are 
the Selenga River, the Barguzin 
River, the Upper Angara River, the 
Turka River, the Sarma River and 
the Snezhnaya River. It is drained 
through a single outlet, the Angara 
River.





Several organizations are carrying out natural research 
projects on Lake Baikal. Most of them are governmental 
or associated with governmental organizations. The 
Baikal Research Centre is an independent research 
organization carrying out environmental educational 
and research projects at Lake Baikal



• In July 2008, Russia sent two small 
submersibles, Mir-1 and Mir-2, to 
descend 1,592 m (5,223 ft) to the 
bottom of Lake Baikal to conduct 
geological and biological tests on its 
unique ecosystem. Although 
originally reported as being 
successful, they did not set a world 
record for the deepest fresh water 
dive, reaching a depth of only 1,580 
m (5,180 ft)That record is currently 
held by Anatoly Sagalevich, at 
1,637 m (5,371 ft) (also in Lake 
Baikal aboard a Pisces submersible 
in 1990). Russian scientist and 
federal politician, Artur 
Chilingarov, also joined the 60 



Since 1993, neutrino research has been conducted at the Baikal Deep Underwater 
Neutrino Telescope (BDUNT). The Baikal Neutrino Telescope NT-200 is being 

deployed in Lake Baikal, 3.6 km (2.2 mi) from shore at a depth of 1.1 km (0.68 mi). It 
consists of 192 optical modules (OMs)



• The lake, called "the Pearl of Siberia", drew investors from the 
tourist industry as energy revenues sparked an economic boom. 
Viktor Grigorov's Grand Baikal in Irkutsk is one of the 
investors, who planned to build three hotels creating 570 jobs. 
In 2007, the Russian government declared the Baikal region a 
special economic zone. The popular resort of Listvyanka is 
home to the seven-story Hotel Mayak. At the northern part of 
the lake Baikalplan (a German NGO) built together with 
Russians in 2009 the Frolikha Adventure Coastline Track a 100 
km long Long-distance trail as example for a sustainable 
development of the region. Baikal was also declared a 
UNESCO World Heritage site in 1996. Rosatom plans to build 
a laboratory in Baikal, in conjunction with an international 
uranium plant and to invest $2.5 bn in the region and create 
2,000 jobs in the city of Angarsk.



Irkutsk is on the Angara River which flows out from the southern tip of Lake 
Baikal. It has the international Irkutsk Airport and is a major stop on the 

Trans-Siberian Railway (Moscow-Novosibirsk-Taishet-Irkutsk-Vladivostok) and 
of the Trans-Siberian Highway.



Buddhist mortar



Baykalsk
Pulp and 
paper
Baykalsk Pulp and Paper Mill (BPPM) 
was constructed in 1966, directly on 
the shore line, bleaching paper with 
chlorine and discharging waste into 
Baikal. After decades of protest, the 
plant was closed in November 2008 
due to unprofitability. In March 2009 
the plant owner announced the paper 
mill would never reopen. However, on 
4 January 2010 the production was 
resumed. On 13 January 2010 Vladimir 
Putin introduced changes in the 
legislation legalising the operation of 
the mill, which brought about a wave 
of protests of ecologists and local 
residents. This was based on Putin's 
visual verification from a 
mini-submarine "I could see with my 
own eyes — and scientists can confirm 
— Baikal is in good condition and 
there is practically no pollution".
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