


che Airport (Spanish: Aeropuerto de Alicante-Elche, Valencian: Ae
Elx), (IATA: ALC, ICAQO: LEAL), originally named El Altet, is the sixth |
Spain based on passenger numbers, and the main airport for the Ve

and the Region of Murcia. The airport is situated 9 km (5.6 mi) sc

about 160 km (99 mi) south of Valencia, about 70 km (43 mi

) km (6.2 mi) east of Elche in the municipality of Elche on Me
ighty percent of all passenger flights are internationa
engers arrive from the United Kingdom, Gerr
domestic destinations are Madrid, Palme
ational and domestic passenger




2011, Alicante Airport handled 9,913,764 passengers, 75,572 flight operations ane
S0 tonnes of cargo, making it the busiest airport in the Valencian Community=oy
passenger numbers, and one of the 50 busiest in Europe. The airport is the fourth
largest base for low-cost giant Ryanair with 59 destinations served by the airline-="Fae

largest number of passengers is carried by Ryanair (3,152,724 passengers in 20105
llowed by EasyJet (1,337,350). Air Berlin (620,671) is the distant third.



o

opened on 4 May 1967, replacing the older aerodrome La Rab
Alicante since 1936. It took its name after the El Altet area
tryside) where it was built. The first commercial flight that |a

onvair Metropolitan by Aviaco.lberia established a regular

d and Alicante-Barcelona in November 1969.In early 1970s

million, which prompted a construction of a new pas
was extended to three kilometres.
took place in 1996. A new office building toge
ere constructed. For the first time




ninal was opened at the airport increasing the 2
passengers per year.\Works however will not be
onstruct a connecting hallway between the
llow to exploit the passenger space




sistorically, up until 2003, Iberia was the leading airline at the airport.With the decline
gfconventional airlines, in 2004 low-cost EasyJet took the lead.In 2007, Ryanair, the
largest European low-cost airline established a base in Alicante. It has become the
ieading carrier at the airport in 2009, and by 2011 it has increased its presence further

With eleven aircraft based, 62 routes, and more than 3 million passengers. However,
itom the end of October 2011, Ryanair has cut 31 routes due to disagreement with
ENAON the usage of air bridges at the new terminal.( Before they would always

Pad on the tarmac because it is cheaper but the owners of the airport want all
S0 use the air bridges in the new building and not unload on the tarmac.)
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ad 38 check-in desks numbered 1 - 38

1 is desk number 39. It included 11 gate
bdd numbered gates, and nine bagc
e new terminal on 24 M

1ctionNn 0O




ninal 2 (styled as T2) had 14 check-in desks numbered 51 - 64, 6 gates (none
gdges), and two baggage reclaim carousels. This terminal is adjacent to Termin
2rminal was opened in January 2007. Prior to the opening of the new ter
was still active it was the smaller of the two terminals. Once the new t
ed on 24 March 2011,it was closed together with Terminal 1. Terminal
t only to private flights, air ambulances and small charter plan
rently been set.
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