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Preface

RUSSIA IS A COUNTRY

TH A RICH
_LORIOUS A

HISTORY.

ERE ARE MANY

ND HEROIC

EVENTS. OF COURSE

X

ERE ARE D

SPUTABLE

MOMENTS TOO. LET'S
TRY TO MENTION THE
MAIN STAGES IN

DEVELOPMENT OF THE
RUSSIAN STATE AND
HAVE A LOOK AT THE

BRIGHTEST HISTORICAL
EVENTS.



The establishment of the state

First the centre of Russia was a city Kiev which is
now the capital of Ukraine. That is why the state was
called Kiev Russia and was founded in 862. That
year variag prince Riurik subordinating all Russian
lands later was invited to rule in Novgorod.

There are lots of versions why the state was called
“Rus”. Some people consider that the word “Rus”
formed from the name of the river Ros where
Slavonic tribes polians lived. Other interesting
version is that “Rus” comes from “rusiy” — the way
they call light-haired people here.

Before the formation of Kiev Russia there lived
several Slavonic peoples. Their religion was
paganism. Russia became Christian in 988.
Christianity acceptance in Russia is connected with
the rule of Valdimir Sviatoslavich who had chosen it
among the existing religions of that period.




lvan IV The

Awesome

IVAN IV THE AWESOME (IVAN THE
TERRIBLE) WAS A BRIGHT RULER. THIS
TSAR STOOD OUT BY HIS CRUELTY AND
LOVE OF POWER. ONCE HE KILLED HIS
OLDER SON IN ANGER. IN THE COUNTRY
HISTORY HE ALSO LEFT A STEP. IVAN THE
AWESOME DIVIDED THE POPULATION ON
OPRICHNICS AND ZEMSKIYS. THEY WERE
ALLOWED TO DO PRACTICALLY
EVERYTHING. THEY GOT LAND AND
PEOPLE TO USE, ROBBED, DESTROYED,
AND KILLED. ZEMSKIYS HAD TO SUFFER
ALL THAT ON THEM. AFTER THE REIGN OF
IVAN THE AWESOME WHO DIDN'T LEAVE
WORTHY SUCCESSORS THERE COMES THE
VAGUE TIME IN RUSSIA. THE FIGHT FOR
POWER IS CHARACTERISTIC FOR THAT

DERIOD AND AT TUHUELCNDODOECEITTUE
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wars

RUSSIAN HISTORY CONTAINS LOTS OF HEROIC
VICTORIES. ON OF THEM WAS THE VICTORY
OVER NAPOLEON BONAPARTE IN 1812. THIS
WAS WHICH IS CALLED THE FATHERLAND ONE
FIRST CONSISTED OF PERMANENT DEFEATS FOR
RUSSIAN SOLDIERS. THE DECISION TO LEAVE
MOSCOW WAS MADE. FORTUNATELY RUSSIAN
ARMIES BEAT THE FRENCH AND TOOK BACK
THEIR TERRITORIES. AND THE END OF THE WAR
NOTABLY RAISED THE AUTHORITY OF RUSSIA
AMONG EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.

RUSSIA WAS A PARTICIPANT OF THE FIRST AND
THE SECOND WORLD WARS. THE ENDING OF
THESE WARS CAUSED ALOT OF SUFFERING. THEY
DON'T REMEMBER SO OFTEN ABOUT THE
RESULTS OF WORLD WAR I, IT HAS BECOME A
RIGOROUS PART OF THE PAST. BUT THE RESULTS
OF THE GREAT FATHERLAND WAR — THE PERIOD
OF RUSSIAN PARTICIPATION IN IT IS STILL
DISCUSSED. THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE LEFT WHO
TOOK PART IN THE BATTLES. LOTS OF STORIES
ABOUT THE FRONT HEROES HAVE BEEN KEPT.




The Great Patriotic
War

THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR IS A HUGE
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS FOR MANY PEOPLE. THE
TRAGIC EVENT STARTED IN 1941 IN THE MONTH OF
JUNE AND LASTED FOR ALMOST FOUR YEARS. THE
9TH OF MAY, 1945 IS CONSIDERED TO BE THE END
OF THE MURDEROUS WAR. EACH YEAR RUSSIAN
PEOPLE CELEBRATE THIS DAY AS A VICTORY DAY
WITH NUMEROUS COMMEMORATIVE
PROCESSIONS, FIREWORKS AND CONCERTS.
PERHAPS, THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR WAS THE
MOST HORRIBLE WAR IN HUMAN HISTORY.
THOUSANDS OF COURAGEQOUS SOLDIERS HAVE
DIED, LEAVING THEIR CHILDREN ORPHANED AND
WIVES WIDOWED. PEOPLE SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES
TO SAVE THE COUNTRY FROM OUTER INVASION,
TO SAVE THEIR COMRADES AND FAMILIES. EACH
CITY THAT WITHSTOOD ALL THE PRESSURE
COMING FROM HITLER'S ARMY WAS AWARDED
WITH THE HEROIC TITLE. TODAY EVERY FAMILY
KEEPS AND HONORS THE PHOTOS OF THEIR
C\\/I\ACRESTORS, WHO FOUGHT AT THAT INHUMAN



Revolutions

THE IMPORTANT TURN OF RUSSIAN HISTORY BECAME
REVOLUTIONS OF XX CENTURY, THE CAPTURE OF POWER
AND GOING TO SOCIALISM. NO DOUBT THE TIME OF

CHALLENGES LOTS OF DISCUSSIONS AMONG HISTORIANS. £
ALL TOOK PLACE HERE - CRUELTY, FIGHT FOR POWER, g
LIQUIDATION OF WORTHY AND SMART PEOPLE IN A FEAR
TO LOOSE IT, DEFICITS AND ALSO GREAT VICTORIES,
SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES, THE COMING OF A QUIETER
AND SAFER LIFE.

Socialism had a great influence on present condition
of Russia. We can see ifs rests in economics, polifics,
art, attitude to religion and other spheres of society life.
And that's clear because the years of working
ideology can’t go without any step. The entire world
knows the names of Soviet Union leaders like Viadimir
Lenin, Joseph Stalin, Nikita Khrushchev, and Leonid
Brezhnev. Each of them carried his confribution to
Russian history.




Modern Russio

There was the Reorganization in
Russia by Mikhail Gorbachev from
1985 till 1991. Its results also

. reflected strongly on the present
R condition of Russia.

/(((l)__":._i".; ﬂ_: ) y

Today some stability seems to
nave come 1o Russia. People are
tired of the radical furns that
Russian history is filled with. Though
RussIa IS an unpredictable
counitry. So what will be latere
We'll see.




hank you for your attention




